P1igriM 9.
ONGREGATIONALIST 7™

Sharing the Good News of Mission Hills United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation

January 5, 2010

Church 2010 Budget Update and Forum Announcement

As we head into the New Year, our current pledges for 2010 are about $70,000 short
of the amount needed to meet the Church Council’s proposed 2010 budget. For
those of you new to our Congregation, we are completely self-reliant for our
operating budget. About 80% of our operating budget comes from pledged income.
You don’t have to be a member; all friends and family of our Church are welcome to
pledge.

As we have discussed during the fall pledge campaign, among our goals for this
year we are hoping to provide modest salary increases for the Church Staff and
increase our support for Our Church's Wider Mission.

All of these initiatives require resources. For those who have not pledged, please
consider doing so as soon as possible. If you would still like to pledge or perhaps
add a second mile to the pledge you have already provided, please call the Church
Office at (619) 296-2169 or send an email to missionhillsucc@sbcglobal.net.

Pledge Goal: The Stewardship and Investment Commission will be
$335,000 meeting next week to cut line items in order to provide a
Asof 1/4/10: | balanced 2010 budget proposal to the Church Council at
$265,460 its January 12th meeting. It will be a difficult meeting as
79% we try to continue the great work of this church, sustain
our world-class staff, and look ahead to all the joys and
challenges this year will bring. Simply put, additional
Have you pledged yet? | iadges will help us all.

The following Sunday, January 17th, we will hold a 2010 Budget Forum in the
Commons following Services to provide information and answer congregational
questions on the results of our budget work in preparation for the Annual Corporate
meeting at the end of the month.

Peace,

Bob Poor
Chair
Stewardship & Investment Commission



Alternative Christmas

The Mission & Outreach

Commission would like to

thank the congregation for

its generous support of our

Alternative Christmas

fundraising effort. We

collected a total of $3,025

for the following four

recipients.

¢ |nternational Rescue Committee's New
Roots Program (Community Garden)

¢ Assistance League's Operation School Bell
(children's school clothing)

¢ Alpha Project's Winter Shelter (program for
the homeless)

e FOCAS (animal shelter)
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ATTENDANCE:
December 24, 2009, 5pm - 122
December 24, 2009, 10pm - 114

December 27, 2009 - 132
January 3, 2010 - 153

REGULAR CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 9 am to 3 pm

NEW MEMBER CLASS

If you have been attending Mission Hills UCC
as our guest and would like more information
on joining the church, you are invited to
attend one of the next new member's /
inquirer's classes. The classes focus on UCC
theology, history, polity and
specifics about our congregation. 5
Please contact the church office
to let us know whether you plan 4§
to attend January 20 (7-9 p.m.)  HCRIC)
or Mlembership
January 23 (8:30-10:30 a.m.). Class

Strategic Plan Forum

Please join us for an update on the MHUCC
Strategic Plan in the Chapel at 11:30 am on
January 24, 2009. The Strategic Plan is a
roadmap to guide our growth and
improvement over the next 3-5 years.
Members of the Strategic Planning
Committee will be there to answer your
qguestions and hear your concerns.

CHRISTMAS FUND UPDATE

In the last issue of the PC, it was reported
that our Christmas Fund collection brought in
$1,732. With additional donations since then,
it has grown to $2,547! Thank you!!

SYMPATHY

Our sympathies are extended
to Carlos Wilson and the
family of David LaViolette
who died Sunday, December  ~M/i#hi
27. A memorial service is Sy}@%f '
scheduled for 2pm on

Saturday, January 16. In lieu of flowers, gifts
may be given to Kaiser Foundation Hospice
or to the Memorial Fund of Mission Hills
United Church of Christ.




ANNUAL CORPORATE MEETING - JANUARY 31

Please mark your calendars for our Annual Corporate Meeting on Sunday, January 31st
immediately following the worship service. For those of you who are newer to MHUCC, a
major agenda item at the Corporate Meeting is to provide information on reconciling pledges
and other income with the expenses for operating our Church. The Stewardship & Investment
Committee has been working to try and close the gap between our income and expenses.

Here are the key agenda items for all of us to act on:

* Review and approve our 2009 financial reports

+ Adopt the 2010 Church budget
* Elect the 2010 Nominating Committee
» Update on the 2009 — 2010 goals

» Update on the Strategic Plan for the next 3-5 years

» Plan for MHUCC Centennial Celebration in 2011

In preparation for the Corporate Meeting, we will be providing weekly articles in the PC about
the agenda items. Please plan to attend this important meeting. Contact Walter Borschel,

Moderator, if you have any questions.

SAFE CHURCH PROGRESS REPORT

Our Safe Church Working Group (SCWG) has been

examining the many aspects that can be included in a

church’s Safe Church Policy. We have decided that at

this time our policy will focus on four main areas:

e an overview of the current policy,

e guidelines for reporting and responding to
complaints,

e process and forms for background checks for staff
and volunteers, and

® acovenant of limited accessibility.

We know that in our work as a congregation to create
these policies many other issues will undoubtedly
arise. Some will be integrated into this plan. Others
will be integrated into the policy at a later time. Our
working group’s next step will be to meet with a social
worker who will go over reporting guidelines and
requirements. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact any of the SCWG members:
Santina Poor, Eric Bernhard, Tom Merrick, Amanda
Houser, Monica Slev, and Luke Williams. All members
can be contacted via the church office. Thank you for
your support.

Happy New Year from
the Music Ministries!

| hope all of you had a chance to
hear our Children's Choir at the
Lessons and Carols service on
December 13. They are a blessing
to our congregation. Thanks to all
the children and their parents!

Regular Children's Choir rehearsals
o #F a will re-commence on
January 17th at
e h
7 @ﬁ\ﬁ}% 11:30am, after the
\i\/i'“q./ worship service. All
[ l \ children, first grade

and up, are welcome.
It's an excellent time to join. We
practice for about 30-45 minutes
each Sunday and sing during
worship once a month.

Contact Max at (760) 599-4277 for
more information.



Partnership Pot Luck Dinner
- January 17

Sunday, January 17 is the date of our
Partnership Pulpit Exchange and Martin
Luther King get together to celebrate the
diversity of the Partnership churches.
Members from our Partnership Churches will
conclude our Martin Luther King, Jr.
celebration with a pot luck dinner at our
church beginning at 6:00pm.

Bring a dish to share with your (S
friends. Why not make your 9
specialty? Come celebrate with
your friends as we join in this
night of fellowship.

Theology & Cinema this Friday

Revolutionary Road

The perfect couple living in the
¢  perfect house in a perfect suburb?
5,;’, Not quite. April (Kate Winslet) and
&6 Frank's (Leonardo DiCaprio)
< %) marriage unravels when a desperate
>~ plan to change their "perfect" lives
becomes their last hope to escape lives
actually engulfed in emptiness. Sam Mendes
helms this heartrending, razor-sharp glance
at the 1950s American Dream -- behind the
picture window. This movie is rated R.

The potluck begins at 6:30pm and the movie
at 7pm followed by dessert and discussion.
Come and join us.

WHAT IS MATERIAL AID?
What can we do with
Make lap quilts and // 'é\
give them as gifts of y

warmth and comfort.

cut, lay-out designs, sew, stuff, or tie, OR if
you want to learn, come to MATERIAL AID.
We meet on the second Monday of the

pieces of fabric?
If you can measure, S
month, create, and then have lunch together.

Questions? Talk with Marla McBride,
Barbara Wiggins, Mary Berg, Beverly Hom,
Pat Saville, or Helen Juarez. Anyone can
donate fabric. New members are welcome!
Our next meeting is Monday, January 11 at
10am.

Fair Trade Coffee Project

The Mission and Outreach
Commission would like to thank
everyone who participated in

y the Fair Trade Coffee Project in
2009. Your purchases have
made it possible for our church to send

a donation to Special Delivery for $350.

In addition, your generous support of the
Fellowship Commission request for coffee
donations will keep the coffee flowing during
the fellowship time after the church services
for the near future. Your continued support of
our work is greatly appreciated.

Santina Poor Commissioning - February 14

Our Director of Christian Education, Santina Poor, will be commissioned by the Southern
Association of the Southern California/Nevada Conference of the UCC as a Commissioned
Minister on Sunday, February 14 at 3:00pm here at Mission Hills UCC. Santina was
approved for commissioning by the Southern Association in November of 2009.
Commissioning is a process following academic preparation and ecclesiastical endorsement
by the Association. We are grateful for her ministry among us and invite you to participate in

this great celebration. Congratulations, Santina!



Mards Gras
Gala and Auction
Z010

Our Gala and Auction will be held on the Saturday February 6, 2010, beginning at 6 p.m. at
MHUCC. At this special all-church event, we enjoy fellowship as we raise money for a
designated Mission and Outreach project. This year’s proceeds will go to the McKinley School
Foundation in support of funding for art, music and technology education. About 72% of the
children at McKinley are eligible for the free and reduced lunch programs (also referred to as
Title | program eligibility). However, because McKinley has a mix of students, they do not
qualify for many of the federal, state, and private funding options available to schools with
higher percentages of Title | students. In lieu of the economic situation of this past year,
McKinley is facing the very real possibility of having to eliminate programs for this upcoming
year. The anticipated receipts from our Gala fundraiser may be the saving grace for these
programs.

If you have items or services that you wish to contribute to the auction (we have both a silent
and a live auction), please complete and return the form on the reverse side of this page
BEFORE Friday, January 24th. |n order to be included in the auction booklet, we must know
of your items by the above date. Please identify your items with your name and bring them to
the church by Sunday, January 31st. Food items should be brought to the church on
Saturday, February 6" by NOON.

Some ideas for items that sell well include: antiques/collectibles, crafts, cabins/condo-use,
gourmet meals, homemade goodies, personal services such as babysitting and pet sitting,
professional services, gift certificates for services, theme parties, food items such as casserole/
cookie/bread/dessert of the month, and dinners. Use your imagination!

Please try to give at least one item or service and plan to attend and bring a friend. You will

have a great time of fellowship and the joy of helping others. Please contact Joan Berry (619-

462-7887) or Joan Everds (619-437-4003) if you have any questions about donations.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!!

The donation form is on the reverse side of this page.



2010 Mardi Gras Gala Donation Form

(please return form to church office by 1/24/10)

Name of Donor

Phone/E-mail

Iltems to be donated (please include a short description):

Special Instructions (such as minimum bid):

Services to be donated (please include details such as for how many, where, date, etc): _

Special Instructions (such as minimum bid):

Foods to be donated

Quantity Gift Certificate? Brought?

Other donation(s) (e.g. weekend getaways at a vacation home - don’t forget to include
any date restrictions)

Your name will be listed on the program unless we are instructed otherwise.

Additional copies of this form are available
on the church website (missionhillsucc.org) or in the church office.

Please contact Joan Berry (619-462-7887) or Joan Everds (619-437-4003)
if you have any questions about donations.



Save the Date

January 31 - Annual Corporate Meeting

l Ours is an amazing community! | I

just had a call from Holly Ward
reporting on the wonderful, gracious
& efficient help from so many of our
congregation who responded to a
request for help on Sunday, January
3, to 'un-decorate' the sanctuary. We
even had a frequent visitor, a friend
from The Old Globe, pitch in to do
what she could.

Following my battle with the black top
in the parking lot a week ago, Don
and | have received so many calls,
notes, offers of help, and loving,
prayerful support from so many of
you, it's quite remarkable. We are
grateful beyond words, and can only
say "thank you, thank you, thank
you." My mantra for 2010 is STAY
UPRIGHT!

L

~Carol Green

_J

M CG

Every Sunday: Facets of Faith - 9 am
Worship - 10 am
Youth Forum - 10am

Every Thursday: Choir Rehearsal - 7:30pm

This week

Tuesday, January 5
Christian Education Comm. - 7pm

Thursday, January 7
Mission & Outreach Comm. - 6:30pm
Open & Affirming Comm. - 6:30pm

Friday, January 8
Theology & Cinema - 6:30pm

Sunday, January 10
Fellowship Comm. - 11:30am

Monday, January 11
Material Aid - 10am
Preschool Board Meeting - 12:15pm
Stewardship Comm. - 5:30pm
Journeying Together - 7pm

Tuesday, January 12
Church Council - 6:30pm

Fellowship Mountain Hike
-- it's almost here!

We plan to climb Stonewall Peak in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park on Saturday,
January 9th, weather permitting. Most hikers go directly from Paso Picacho
Campground to the top of the Peak via the main trail (the Western side of the
Peak). We'll vary that by circling around the Peak and hiking up a trail on the
north and northeast sides of the Peak. Interesting and different! We'll come
back down the main trail. It's about 4.70 miles total and the elevation gain is
about 800 feet. We'll meet at the MHUCC parking lot at 8:30 AM (SHARP!) and
carpool up to Cuyamaca. The caravan will leave the church at 8:35 AM so don't

be late!

If we learn that there's too much snow or rain up there, we'll hike in four of the Tierrasanta
Canyons. That hike is also around 5 miles. Heavy rain will cancel either hike.
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ALL ARE WELCOME AT
MISSION HILLS
UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST

Our Church is a church without
dogma where people are free to
explore and deepen their faith in
an environment open to
questioning in the richness of our
strong Christian heritage.

The United Church of Christ
(UCC) is a progressive, inclusive
Protestant denomination that
celebrates diversity and
community action.

UCC churches seek to unite
people from all ethnic, racial and
social backgrounds. Our churches
and ministries are active
worldwide, working in communities
to promote social justice and
better living standards.

No Matter Who You Are
Or Where You Are On Life’s Journey
You Are Welcome Here!

Open and Affirming (ONA)

>

United Church of Christ



