
Ordination – Licensing – Commissioning – Installation –  
What’s Happening to Santina? 

 
I’ve been asked repeatedly about the service for Santina Poor that will be held this 
Sunday in our sanctuary at 3:00 p.m. and thought I’d try and explain exactly what will 
occur at that time. 
 

There are varying forms of ministry in the United Church of Christ each encompassing 
different levels of educational requirements, authority and responsibility.  Probably the 
most familiar is Ordained Ministry.  That’s what I do.  Ordination is conferred by the 
laying on of hands at a special service following a proscribed educational program 
(typically a seminary degree – Masters of Divinity), passing an ecclesiastical council to 
determine fitness for ministry and perceived call (through both a written and oral 
examination by the Association Church and Ministry committee and a public oral 
defense), and a call (i.e., job offer to a stated church position, e.g., pastor or associate 
pastor). The ordained minister has the authority to celebrate the sacraments, preach, 
teach, and administer the affairs of a congregation.  Ordained ministers are also found 
in clinical settings such as hospitals, the military, and may serve as professional 
pastoral counselors.  These settings outside the local church require additional training 
and also conclude with ordination. The ordination service usually involves participants 
from the candidate’s spiritual journey including home church pastor, seminary 
professors, and ministerial colleagues. 
 

Licensed Ministry often looks much the same as ordained ministry with two important 
exceptions – the licensed minister may or may not be ordained, and s/he is licensed to 
perform specific duties, for a specific time under the supervision of the authorizing 
Association.  For example, when I was a senior in seminary I was hired by a large 
church to complete my internship requirements with the understanding that I would 
become their assistant pastor after I completed my seminary education and was 
approved for ordination.  During my senior year I was “licensed” for one year so that I 
could celebrate the sacraments, perform weddings, funerals and other ministerial 
duties.  My license expired at the time of my ordination. 

(Continued on page 3) 

CCC   
 
 

Sharing the Good News of Mission Hills United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation 

 

February 9, 2010 

ILGRIMILGRIMILGRIM    
ONGREGATIONALISTONGREGATIONALISTONGREGATIONALIST    

PPP   



 

Mission Hills United Church of Christ 
4070 Jackdaw Street 

San Diego, CA  92103 
(619) 296-2169 

 

Pastor Rev. Dr. M. Scott Landis 
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Joe Sandven 
Pastor Emeritus Chaplain E.V. Lyons, Jr. 
Pastoral Intern Luke Williams 
Director of Christian Education Santina Poor 
Youth Leader Keith Warrick 
Director of Music Max Chodos 
Organist Rick Parks 
Office Manager / Bookkeeper  Charlotte Wilder 
 
 

 

www.missionhillsucc.org 
 

missionhillsucc@sbcglobal.net 

 

ATTENDANCE:  
February 7, 2010 - 175 

REGULAR CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

COFFEE ORDER TIME! 

Remember to order your 
Fair Trade Coffee products 
or buy from our stock on 
Sunday, February 14 or 21.  
The Fair Trade Coffee table 
will be set up in the 
Fellowship Hall after church. 

Antwone Fisher 
 

Based on life events of its title character, this 
powerful story of suffering and redemption will 
warm your heart. When a sailor is forced to 
confront his volatile anger during mandatory 
visits with a naval psychologist, his wall of 
protection breaks down revealing a past of 
pain and suffering he was compelled to 
revisit. While facing his past, he discovers 
how to move beyond the pain and experience 
joy in his life.  

 

Come celebrate Black 
History Month with 
Denzel Washington’s 
masterful directorial 
debut––complete with 
stunning panoramic 
views of San Diego. 
 

The potluck begins at 
6:30pm, and the movie 
begins promptly at 7pm, 
followed by dessert and 
discussion.  

Theology and Cinema  
Friday, February 12th 

You are invited to join an 
exploration of what we hear, 
know and wonder about the 
Bible.  We will discuss your 
questions about what 
you've been told, what you 
know in your heart, what 
you wonder and even what 

you fear about current issues floating about in 
our society.   
 

The gatherings will be facilitated by the 
Reverend Ross Putnam (member of MHUCC 
and husband of Paula Elizabeth – intentional 
interim at Kensington UCC) with help and 
insight from Santina Poor. The gatherings will 
be held Mondays, from 7pm-8:30 March 1, 7, 
15 and 22. Questions and sign ups are being 
coordinated by Santina, (619) 296-2169 or 
bslpoor@yahoo.com. 

BIBLICAL LITERACY STUDY 



 What’s Happening to Santina, continued 
 

Commissioned Ministry typically has a more specific focus.  It can be thought of as 
“specialized ministry.”  The candidate senses a similar call from God to fulfill a specific ministry 
in the church that does not require ordination.  The commissioned minister follows a focused 
educational tract, is examined by the Association Church and Ministry committee for fitness 
and to determine a sense of call to his/her respective duties, and is examined in an 
ecclesiastical council similar to candidates for ordained or licensed ministry.  Commissioned 
ministers tend to focus their attention as specialists, e.g., Christian Education (as in Santina’s 
case), music, or spiritual direction, and augment the work of the ordained minister.  
Commissioned ministers are not ordained but are installed into their respective offices and that 
brings me to what will occur this Sunday. 
 

All three, ordained, licensed and commissioned candidates hold a service of installation that 
allows the community in which they have been called to serve to recognize, honor, and 
celebrate their gifts.  This Sunday afternoon we will do that for Santina Poor as she has come 
through the commissioning process and now takes on an expanded role in service to Mission 
Hills United Church of Christ.  Through the installation service we will publicly authorize and 
formally announce that she is granted authority by the Southern Association to perform the 
duties outlined in her call. 
 

I hope you will join us in this joyful event as we celebrate Santina’s commissioning and formally 
install her into the office of Commissioned Minister of Christian Education.   
 

Congratulations Santina! 
 

Yours in the journey, 

Ash Wednesday is the first of 40 days of Lent, when we are invited to 
journey towards Easter together. This year, we have two opportunites to 
observe Ash Wednesday. 

 

Contemplative service at 8:00 a.m. in our chapel 
This short, meditative service will include time for silent reflection, some 
meditative music, imposition of ashes, and Communion. The chapel will 
remain open after the service until the office closes at 3:00 p.m.  Ashes 
will be available from either Pastor Scott or Pastoral Intern Luke 
throughout the day.   

 

Evening Partnership service at University City United Church of Christ 
Fellowship will begin at 6:30pm and worship at 7pm on Ash Wednesday at University City 
United Church of Christ, located at 2877 Governor Drive, San Diego, 92122.  The Rev. Paula 
Elizabeth, interim at Kensington UCC, will be preaching. 

Ash Wednesday Services 



 

I need a firm commitment (no later than Feb. 21st) by any youth planning to attend either 
of the following two events: 

 

The Western Regional Youth Event: 
This conference/retreat is taking place in Billings 
Montana at a college campus, July 6th-10th.  The youth 
group will be planning several fundraisers to help offset 
the cost of this event.   Everyone is encouraged to 

attend this special gathering of youth from this region of the U.S.  I will be distributing 
registration information trip details at our Sunday forum meetings and via mail.  
 

Youth Uniting In Mission: Service/Concert/

Overnight.  March 13
th
 6pm – March 14

th
 6pm at the First 

Congregational UCC of San Bernardino.  This is an overnight 
event that will include service projects, games, movies, worship 
on Sunday morning, and a concert on Sunday afternoon.  The 
cost is $15 (early registration). 
 
I will be distributing registration information and details at our 
Sunday youth forum meetings and via mail. 
 

Questions or Concerns…call Keith at 619-395-7125 

Souper Bowl Sunday  
(itôs not just an NFL thing) 

 

Join us on Sunday March 7, 2010 after church for a Soup-Cook-Off benefiting Uptown 
Service Center.    
  

The Mission & Outreach Commission has received a message from Uptown Service Center 
that they like many other organizations have been suffering greatly from the downturn in the 
economy.  Uptown has requested that their supporting churches have a soup fundraising 
benefit.  In response to this call from an organization we have strongly supported since its 
inception, the M&O Commission is sponsoring Souper Bowl Sunday after the church service 
on Sunday March 7, 2010 to raise funds for Uptown.  M&O expects this event to go beyond 
being just a very worthwhile fundraiser.  It will also be a time of fellowship & fun and a chance 
to taste the culinary creativity of those in our church.  And what better way to have lunch on 
Sunday.   
 

Voting will be by the free will offerings of the congregation attending the event.  Donations will 
be deposited in the collection "pot" at each soup station.   

Youth Group: Plan Ahead 

BRING YOUR APPETITES (AND CASH) TO CHURCH ON MARCH 7 



 Nabucco Presentation 
 

San Diego Opera’s Director of 
Education and Outreach, Dr. Nick 
Reveles, will present a free lecture 
at our church on Friday evening, 
February 19th.  He will provide a 
valuable insight into Nabucco with 
special emphasis on the Old 
Testament backgrounds. 
 

Based on the biblical character, 
Nebuchadnezzar, Nabucco is a 
warrior, conqueror and Babylonian 
King who destroys the Temple of 
Jerusalem, enslaves the Hebrews and worst of all, declares himself a god.  The opera offers 
much food for thought from the depiction of the plight of the Israelites as refugees, the concept 
of conversion, a complete change of heart, and the human tendency to desire power above all 
else.  In his presentation, Dr. Reveles will not only explore the opera, its origins and the 
inspiration of the Bible on its story, but will help us understand the effect that the opera can 
have on our spirituality and inner growth. 
 

Giuseppi Verdi’s magnificent music makes this biblical epic come to life in a unique and 
moving way with exhilarating arias and the immortal chorus “Va Pensiero” (a paraphrase of 
Psalm 138), which is so sensational in its words and music that it has become Italy’s unofficial 
national anthem.  The music is so magnificent that it truly rivals Aida and Rigoletto and any of 
Verdi’s other great works.  A liberal amount of musical excerpts will be used by Dr. Reveles to 
help illustrate various aspects of the opera.  In addition, special ticket offers will be made 
available and orders taken at the end of the lecture. 
 

Everyone in the community is invited to attend this event.  Please come and bring a friend or 
neighbor. 
 Date: Friday, February 19, 2010 
 Time: 7:00 p.m. 
 Place:  Mission Hills UCC - in the chapel 
 

For more information about this lecture, please contact Peggy Boyce at (619) 298-0215. 

Saturday, April 17, we will join the Mission Hills Community in having a yard 
sale.   Please start saving your "stuff.”  The "stuff” that sells best 
is furniture, kitchen ware, small working appliances, gently used toys, books 
and garden tools, pots, etc.   
 

Please mark your calendar for this event.   
           Questions?  Pepper Sutton, 619-299-1910. 

PARKING LOT SALE 

http://www.sdopera.com/Operas/Nabucco


 

This year, the wonderful variety of gifts, parties and services that were donated by church 
members, friends, and our business community raised over $21,000 at the Mardi Gras Gala 
silent and live auctions.  Thank you to all who contributed items for the auction and to all who 
bid so generously on those items.  The success of the Gala fund raising effort is truly inspiring. 
 

It would be impossible to hold the Gala without the involvement of 
so many who give freely and tirelessly of their time and talents.  For 
the past several months the Gala Planning Committee labored hard 
to create a magical evening of fun, fellowship and fund raising for 
McKinley School Foundation.  The Planning Committee included:  
Jane Ahern, Joan Berry, Laura Borschel, Joan Everds, Julie James, 
Betsy McIntyre, Rebecca McKenney, Barb Snodgrass and Pepper 
Sutton. 
 

The Planning Committee was joined by a larger group of church 
members and friends to carry the many important tasks required 
make the Gala happen.  By working together, you ALL made the 
Gala a huge success!  
  

A special thank you to: 

Blessings and Thanks, 
 

Your Gala Planning Committee 

Michael Brown 
Woody James 
Robin James 
Carlos Wilson 
Meg Conrard 
Jennifer Conrard 
Evan Barnes Wallace 
Glenn Ward 
Charlotte Wilder 
Dave Snodgrass 
Charlie Berry 
Mike Burrows 

Tim Wolf 
Ronnie Williams 
Walter Borschel 
Keith Warrick 
The Youth Group! 
Suzi Faith 
Penny Valentine 
Jennifer Frasca 
Karen deLaurier 
Amy Brunton 
Judy Atwater 
Diane Edwards-LiPera 

Carol Holt 
Julia McKenney 
Anne Sarsfield 
Marty Sutton 
Pat Taylor 
Don Taylor 
Steffanie Fry 
Leanna Selleck 
Santina Poor 
Georgia Rickert 
Dione Conway 

Gala Wrap Up 



 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates 
 

February 14 - Mardi Gras Sunday 
  Commissioning  
   of Santina Poor 
 

 

February 17 - Ash Wednesday 
 8am service at Mission Hills UCC 
 7pm service at University City UCC 

Every Sunday:  Facets of Faith - 9 am 
 Worship - 10 am 
  Youth Forum - 10am 
 Childrenôs Choir Rehearsal - 11:30am 

Every Thursday: Choir Rehearsal - 7:30pm 

This week  
 

Tuesday, February 9 
  Church Council - 6:30pm 
 

Wednesday, February 10 
  Heart of Christianity Study - 7pm 
 

Thursday, February 11 
  SA Church & Ministry Comm. - 4pm 
  Shepherding Comm. - 7pm 
 

Friday, February 12 
  Theology & Cinema - 6:30pm 
 

Sunday, February 14  
  Mardi Gras Sunday - wear your beads! 
  Nominating Comm. - 11:30am 
  Commissioning of Santina Poor - 3pm 
   
Monday, February 15 
  President’s Day - Church office closed 
 

We will be hosting a bowling event on 
Sunday February 21st, after church of 
course, and heading to the lanes at MCRD 
for some friendly (no previous skill or 
experience required!) bowling competition.  
People of all ages are welcome with bumper 
lanes available for kids.  We will meet in the 
church parking lot at 1pm to carpool to 
MCRD.   
Special stickers will be required on vehicles to 
get on base.  Costs will be modest and balls 
and shoes are available to rent at the bowling 
alley.  Please RSVP to Carol Holt at 
619.225.9723 or clholt@cox.net by 
Wednesday, February 17th so we know how 
many lanes to reserve. Come join us and feel 
free to bring a friend! 
 

   ~~  SAVE THE DATE ~~ 
 

Come celebrate the first day of spring -- 
Saturday, March 20th by joining the 
Fellowship Commission for a combined kite 
flying and barbecue at Mission Bay.  The 
event will start at 10:30am.   

Where:  United Church of Christ La Mesa  
 5940 Kelton St.  
 La Mesa, CA 92942  
Date:  Saturday, March 20, 2010  
    from 12:00-4:00pm  
 

Lunch will be available at 1:00pm  
 

What:  We invite you to wear your favorite 
hat or decorate an old one. Prizes for the 
most original, funniest, and most beautiful. 
Please bring your favorite game to share or 
teach.  
 

There will be plenty of fellowship, fun, prizes 
and surprises. A Special Gift to the church 
that has the most women attending!!  

FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP EVENT 

PARTNERSHIP WOMEN  
1st ANNUAL SPRING FLING 
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ALL ARE WELCOME AT  
MISSION HILLS 

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

 
Our Church is a church without 
dogma where people are free to 
explore and deepen their faith in 

an environment open to 
questioning in the richness of our 

strong Christian heritage. 
 

The United Church of Christ 
(UCC) is a progressive, inclusive 

Protestant denomination that 
celebrates diversity and 

community action. 
 

UCC churches seek to unite 
people from all ethnic, racial and 

social backgrounds.  Our churches 
and ministries are active 

worldwide, working in communities 
to promote social justice and 

better living standards. 

No Matter Who You Are 
Or Where You Are On Lifeôs Journey 
You Are Welcome Here! 

 


