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UCC Mission Opportunity – Church World Service Iowa “Ecu-Build” 
 

Beside a gentle bend in the Cedar River, across the broad water from a stand of 
silos topped by a neon QUAKER OATS sign, sits one of the city’s oldest neighborhoods, 
named Time Check. Sidewalks guarded by ancient oaks and poplars are lined by stoic 
homes with porches, a perfect perch for parents to watch children play. 

 

Yet few are here. Most of the homes have been gutted, their rough-sawn bones 
laid bare to daylight after the Cedar pushed past its banks -- and a 20-foot sandbag wall -
- to wreck lives in this and dozens of other communities, June 14, 2008. 

  

 Even though 5,390 Cedar Rapids homes were destroyed, it is as if this disaster, 
and a spate of violent tornadoes that preceded it, has been all but forgotten. “The 
disasters here in Iowa have fallen off the radar screen for many people but the needs are 
still great,” said Rev. Michael Stadie, disaster response manager for Lutheran Services in 
Iowa. “The economic crisis and other disasters have drawn attention elsewhere.” 

  

 As enormous needs have eclipsed attention, Church World Service will bring 
volunteers and resources from across the U.S. and Canada to Cedar Rapids April 12 
through May 21, 2010. “With damage estimates at anywhere between $8 billion and $10 
billion, a faith response is critical,” said Bonnie Vollmering, CWS associate director for 
domestic emergency response. “We will need to work together if the needs of those 
having the hardest time recovering will be met.” 

 

 “We are 18 months out from the flood events, and people told us it would be 3 to 
5 to 10 years for recovery,” said Stephen Schmitz, the executive director of the Linn Area 
Long Term Recovery Coalition. “People, for the most part, come in to our recovery center 
with hope of recovery mixed with frustration of process. We focus on the hope and work 
to relieve the frustration.” 

 

Modeled on their successful, similar program in New Orleans, Church World 
Service’s 'Ecu-Build' will bring volunteers and resources from across the U.S. and 
Canada to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, April 12 through May 21, 2010. Dubbed "Neighborhood: 
Cedar Rapids," the rebuilding effort brings together at least 10 agencies to replicate 
CWS’s Neighborhood: New Orleans" ecumenical rebuilding project--or ecu-build--which 
returned a dozen families home after lengthy displacement following Hurricane Katrina. 

 

YOU can be part of this CWS „Ecu-Build.‟   
Register at http://www.ucc.org/volunteer/disaster-recovery-volunteers/index-1.html 
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ATTENDANCE:  
March 7, 2010 - 176 

REGULAR CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

By now most of us have heard about the devastating 8.8-magnitude 
earthquake that struck central Chile on Saturday, February 27, 2010 
causing massive damage, triggering tsunami warnings in the Pacific basin 
and is blamed for 700+ deaths.  Thousands, if not millions of Chileans 
have no shelter, electricity, food or water. But once again, The United 
Church of Christ and its Global Ministries partners working in Chile are 
responding to requests for assistance through ACT Alliance and Church 
World Service (CWS.)  
 

CWS has worked in Chile for many years in emergency preparedness training and assistance 
to the country's sizable population of Colombian émigrés. Assisting Chilean organizations 
Fundacion de Ayuda Social de las Iglesia Cristianas and the Methodist Church of Chile, CWS 
is immediately providing emergency assistance such as food, water and shelter. 
 

The Week of Compassion of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and One Great Hour of 
Sharing of the UCC programs are sending initial emergency support of $2,500 to each of three 
partnering organizations in Chile. 
 

I am sure that this will just be the first response but as donations continue to come in, UCC as 
well as MHUCC will be part of the relief effort to help these people return to something that 
resembles a normal life.   
        ~Suzi Faith…Student in Awe  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Women‟s Fellowship Lenten Breakfast 

Save Saturday morning, 
March 20 at 9am for 
breakfast.  Following 
breakfast, we will have a 
Lenten Devotion followed 
by a business meeting and 
planning for the Women’s 
Retreat in May.  
 

The cost for breakfast is $8.00.   
 

We need your RSVP by Thursday, March 
18 in order have enough breakfast for 
everyone.   
 

Please RSVP to Kristin Brown at (619) 583-
3788 or samnerinsmom@yahoo.com. We 
hope to see you there. 

http://www.act-intl.org/
http://www.churchworldservice.org
http://www.churchworldservice.org


 

You are invited to join an 
exploration of what we hear, 
know and wonder about the 
Bible.  We will discuss your 
questions about what 
you've been told, what you 
know in your heart, what 

you wonder and even what you fear about 
current issues floating about in our society.   
 

The gatherings will be facilitated by the 
Reverend Ross Putnam (member of MHUCC 
and husband of Paula Elizabeth – intentional 
interim at Kensington UCC) with help and 
insight from Santina Poor. The gatherings will 
be continue on Mondays, from 7pm-8:30 
March 15 and 22. Questions and sign ups 
are being coordinated by Santina, (619) 296-
2169 or bslpoor@yahoo.com. 

BIBLICAL LITERACY STUDY 

Now is your chance to be an active part of 
our dynamic church life.  Wherever your 
interests and/or skills lie, there is a place for 
you on one of the nine church commissions 
or on the Church Council.  On March 21st 
and 28th, members of the Nominating 
Committee will be in Fellowship Hall after 
worship to provide information on what it 
means to be a commission member and to 
answer your questions. 
 

In the meantime, here are the nine 
commissions of the church: 
Mission & Outreach, Christian Education, 
Worship Arts & Music, Diaconate, Personnel, 
Stewardship & Investment, Membership & 
Growth, Fellowship, Property & 
Administration 
 

Where do you see yourself serving?  And 
don’t overlook the side benefits of really 
getting to know your fellow members of the 
church and to making things happen! 

JOIN A COMMISSION  
- BE THE CHURCH - 

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM 

 PLEASE PRINT.  Additional dedications may be noted on reverse. 
 

In Memory Of            
     (or) 

In Honor Of            
 

Given by            
 

Phone #          
 

Traditionally at Easter we honor those living or passed who have made an impression in our 
lives with lilies.  Again this year donations will be accepted toward the $10 per lily cost. Lilies 
will adorn our sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 4.  Honoree names will be printed in the 
Easter bulletin. Please complete this order form and return it to the church office with your 
payment of $10 per plant no later than Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010.  Make checks payable 
to Mission Hills UCC and write “Easter Lily” in the memo section.  The lily you purchase 
will then be yours to take home and enjoy after church on Easter Sunday.    Happy Easter! 

ARE YOU A FACEBOOK FAN? 

Mission Hills UCC now has it’s own Facebook 
page!  Become a fan today! 



 

Where:  United Church of Christ La Mesa  
 5940 Kelton St.  
 La Mesa, CA 92942  
Date:  Saturday, March 20, 2010  
    from 12:00-4:00pm  
 

Lunch will be available at 1:00pm  
 

What:  We invite you to wear your favorite 
hat or decorate an old one. Prizes for the 
most original, funniest, and most beautiful. 
Please bring your favorite game to share or 
teach.  
 

There will be plenty of fellowship, fun, prizes 
and surprises. A Special Gift to the church 
that has the most women attending!!  
 

COME AND BRING A FRIEND!!  

PARTNERSHIP WOMEN  
1st ANNUAL SPRING FLING 

Additional Dedications:             PLEASE PRINT. 

 
 
In Memory Of            
     (or) 

In Honor Of            
 

Given by            
 

 

 
 
 

 

In Memory Of            
     (or) 

In Honor Of            
 

Given by            
 

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM, continued... 

Prayer Partners has 
become a vital and 
important part of our 
ministry here at MHUCC. 
Lifting to God daily those in 
need of prayer is a blessing 
for them and an 
unimaginable blessing to 
those who pray daily.  
Please think about joining 
the 20+ people who are a 
part of our Prayer Partners.  We often have 
over 40 requests at a time, which speaks to 
how necessary this ministry is. Do consider 
becoming a part of this ministry and receiving 
great blessings.  
 
 

Contact Joan Lindegren to learn more about 
becoming a Prayer Partner.  (760) 724-9200 
or bobnjoan4788@sbcglobal.net.   

PRAYER PARTNERS 



 

Save the Date and Get a Costume Ready!   
Children‟s Book Day – Saturday, May 1, 2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Celebrate Children’s Book Day with us on Saturday, May 1, 2010 and celebrate 
the joy of reading!  Children of all ages (grownups too) are encouraged to dress 
as their favorite character from children’s literature.  We will have entertainment 
and refreshments.  If you are interested in helping plan this community-wide 
event or working on our children’s library to get it ready for the event, please 
contact Santina Poor in the church office. 

The arrival of Spring is happily approaching and to commemorate it's arrival on Saturday 
March 20th, your fellowship commission invites you to celebrate! 

 

Saturday, March 20th at 1:30pm 
 

We are getting together at Mission Bay Park just south of the Hilton Hotel 
area near a large playground to fly kites, celebrate the first Spring day in 
San Diego, and have a barbecue and potluck snacks.   
 

Fellowship commission will provide a barbecue grill, condiments, plates, 
cups, and cutlery, and some beverages.  Come with a kite to fly, a snack 
or side dish to share, something you'd like to grill, a lawn chair, and a friend or two you'd like to 
bring along.   (rain will cancel event) 
 

Questions, feel free to contact Carol Holt  (619-225-9723 or clholt@cox.net)  

NAMETAGS? 

 

       Your Name Here 

Church members who are in need of a new 
nametag, please contact the church office 
ASAP to be included in  
the next nametag order. 

New church directories will be printed in time 
for Easter.  Please contact the church office if 
there are any changes to your address, 
phone number, email address or children in 
your family since the last printed directory.   
 

If you would NOT like to be listed in the 
directory (or only want to make sure your 
phone or email is not listed), please make 
sure the office has that information as well.   
 

Please report all updates to the church office 
by Palm Sunday, March 28.  (619) 296-2169 
or missionhillsucc@sbcglobal.net. 

DIRECTORY UPDATES? 

GO FLY A KITE!!!  Actually, to be more accurate, come fly a kite with us!   

Car Seat? 

Does anyone have a spare 
car seat for a child up to 35 
pounds available from the 
end of March until early April? 
If so, please contact Barbara 
Wiggins at (619) 282-4614. 

mailto:clholt@cox.net


 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Now is the time to prepare your application 
for the Women’s Fellowship Scholarship and 
the Margaret E. Finch Memorial Scholarship.  
You must be a member of Mission Hills UCC 
and plan to start college (or continue your 
education) in the fall.  Guidelines are posted 
on the hallway bulletin board or contact Amy 
Brunton at amy-larry-brunton@earthlink.net 
for more information.  
Applications must be 
received by Amy 
Brunton or the Church 
office by May 1, 2010. 

In observance of the season of Lent, there 
will be no flowers in the chancel until Easter.  
As a church family, we are taking these 40 
days to simplify and focus on Jesus' work and 
ministry; taking up the challenge to journey 
with Him in faith. 

 

Sign ups are still available to 
donate chancel flowers 
throughout the remainder of 
the year.   
 

See the Flower Calendar on the hallway 
bulletin board just outside Fellowship Hall. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

SOUPer Bowl Sunday for Uptown Service Center 

Wow! What a success!  Mission & Outreach would like to thank everyone for their participation!  
In particular, we want to take a moment to thank the following groups and their wonderful 
soups; Adult Bible Study for their wonderful Sunday surprise – Vegetarian Vegetable Soup and 
Worship, Arts and Music for their Turkey Vegetable which is always a welcomed delight after 
Thanksgiving yet we got to have it in March!   
 

Then there’s Women’s Fellowship for their exotic Chicken Curry being served by those gals in 
saris, nice touch indeed!  Personnel produced their healthy spin on a garden fresh yet delicate 
Cream of Broccoli and Fellowship’s authentic, robust Sopa de Albondigas. Their large pot of 
soup was gone very quickly.   

 

Lastly, there are our “Spoon” winners, Silver went to Christian 
Education and their earthy take on Leek and Potato, (Will we 
ever forget the outhouse?) and the Gold went to Membership 
and Growth with their popular Tortilla Soup!  Congratulations 
to all of our groups and chefs!    
 

As people were leaving full and satisfied, they mentioned that 
M & O should consider this to be an annual event.  By the 
generous free-will offerings we would venture to say, we 
should do it again. 
 

And most importantly, after all was said and done, we received $1,605.11 for Uptown Service 
Center!  How terrific is that!  Thank you again for your outpouring of support for this very 
worthy organization! 
 

As we continue our faith journey, we are continuously amazed at what we accomplish here at 
MHUCC.  There is definitely something to “When 2 or more are gathered in his name”!  



 

Every Sunday:  Facets of Faith - 9 am 
 Worship - 10 am 
  Youth Forum - 10am 
 Children’s Choir Rehearsal - 11:30am 

Every Thursday: Choir Rehearsal - 7:30pm 

This week  
 

Tuesday, March 9  
  Stewardship & Invest. Comm. - 5:30pm 
  Church Council - 6:30pm 
  Young Adults Group - 7pm 
Wednesday, March 10 
  Heart of Christianity - 7pm 
Thursday, March 11 
  SA Church & Ministry Bd. - 1:30pm 
   SA Church & Ministry Comm. - 4pm 
  Shepherding Comm. - 7pm 
Sunday, March 14 - Daylight Savings! 
  Fellowship Comm. - 11:30am 
Monday, March 15 
  Biblical Literacy - 7pm 
  Journeying Together - 7pm 
 

Movie night, including pizza, 
soda, and popcorn will be 
Friday, March 12th at 6:30pm 
in the upstairs Community 
Room - Room 202.   
      Feel free to bring a friend! 
 
Plan Ahead:  Sunday, March 21st is the 
Youth Liturgy.  Plan on arriving by 9:30am.  
Our liturgists are Megan Rekalske and 
Jennifer Conrard. 

Youth Fellowship 

Advance Notice for Your Calendar – 
Make Sure your Voice is Heard 

During the month of April, we invite all 
members to attend one of the Strategic Goals 
Cottage meetings to provide your ideas and 
feedback on our church’s 3-5 year Strategic 
Plan. Cottage Meetings will be held in 
members’ homes throughout the county as 
well as before and after worship services on a 
Sunday.  Feedback gathered at these 
meetings will be incorporated into the final 
recommendations of the Strategic Plan, 
which will be presented at the June 
Ecclesiastical Meeting. 
 

Look for announcements and Cottage 
Meeting sign up opportunities in March.  Your 
ideas are important – make sure your voice is 
heard!  
  ~Walter Borschel  
     Moderator 

Please Note: Pacific Children’s Theatre 
will be holding “tech week” this week, 
Monday through Thursday in Fellowship 
Hall from 4:30pm – 8:30pm.  Shows will be 
held Fridays and Saturdays at 7pm and 
Sundays at 2pm for the following two 
weekends, March 12-14 and March 19-21. 

What‟s happening at the church? 

After several years of deferred maintenance, the church is getting a few 
well-deserved repairs.  The night lighting in the parking lot has been 
fixed, palm trees have been trimmed, and just last week, the floor in 
Fellowship Hall was refinished.  Please be gentle and try not to drag 
tables and chairs until the new finish is fully hardened.  At the end of 
this month, the parking lot will get a makeover just in time for Easter.  
The parking lot will be closed March 29 through March 31.   
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ALL ARE WELCOME AT  
MISSION HILLS 

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

 
Our Church is a church without 
dogma where people are free to 
explore and deepen their faith in 

an environment open to 
questioning in the richness of our 

strong Christian heritage. 
 

The United Church of Christ 
(UCC) is a progressive, inclusive 

Protestant denomination that 
celebrates diversity and 

community action. 
 

UCC churches seek to unite 
people from all ethnic, racial and 

social backgrounds.  Our churches 
and ministries are active 

worldwide, working in communities 
to promote social justice and 

better living standards. 

No Matter Who You Are 
Or Where You Are On Life’s Journey 
You Are Welcome Here! 

 


